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Suspecting his bonafides, they mentioned their suspicions
to their August Uncle, with the result that he was forbidden
to approach the Vatican. Not to be beaten, Cardinal
Scarampi discovered a fervent zeal for the Crusade. There
could be no surer way into the Pope's favour. His Holiness
considered that this prelate might devote his enormous
fortune to the war-fund; and He lost no time in receiving
him in audience, and naming him Pontifical Admiral. The
Cardinal-Nephews urged the advisability of flying him with
a string; and therefore his authority was restricted. A
man of his fashion and quality could have put in a fin?
dignified time ashore. But that would not have suited the
Cardinal-Nephews; and the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill per-
ceived no signs of the unbuckling of the Cardinal-Admiral's
pouches. So they gave him banquets, and his sailing-orders.
A fleet of transports left the Tiber with five thousand
troops aboard: but the Cardinal-Admiral stayed in Rome
to assure the Pope's Holiness that these were insufficient
for any practical purpose; and that a fleet of thirty galleys
was absolutely necessary.
Then the strenuous Pontiff remembered that King Don
Alonso had promised to provide Him with such a fleet; and
it gently and firmly was intimated to the Cardinal-Admiral
chat he might go to Naples and collect the same: if he failed
to go, he had the alternative of facing a judicial inquiry •
into his doings as generalissimo under the Lord Eugenius
P.P. IV. Thereon the Cardinal-Admiral scoured away hot-
foot for Naples; where he found that King Don Alonso
the Magnanimous had belied his promises, having sent the
ships to settle a little private dispute in which his Majesty
was engaged with the Republic of Genoa. This was bad
news for the Pope: but it did not alter His determination
by the breadth of a single hair. He was quite well-used to
the vagaries and magnanimities of the King of Naples,
whom He had known for more than forty years. He was
equally well-resolved to use the services which the Cardinal-

